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SUMMARY OF THE COURSE

The course consists of a Master of Theology degree in Baptist and Anabaptist Studies. The course
is awarded and accredited by the University of Wales, a major British University and taught
through IBTS, Prague. It is also possible to gain a Postgraduate Certificate in Baptist and
Anabaptist Studies and a Post Graduate diploma in Baptist and Anabaptist Studies, also awarded
and accredited by the University of Wales and taught through IBTS, Prague.

¢ The course is designed for graduates and others who want to engage in postgraduate level
study in Baptist and/or Anabaptist historical studies.

¢ The course has been specially designed by IBTS, Prague.

¢ The MTh course operates a modular structure and is in two parts. Part One of the course
consists of 120 UW credits (60 ECTS credits), which can be made up from varying
combinations of 40 UW credit and 20 UW credit modules. Part Two of the course consists of
a dissertation of not more than 20, 000 words (60 UW credits).

¢ The Postgraduate Certificate consists of 60 UW credits and the Post Graduate Diploma is the
equivalent to Part One of the full MTh course. These are available to students who are either
unable, with good cause, to complete respectively Part One or the dissertation or who wish to
move on to doctoral level studies sooner. (This latter possibility is for people registered on the
Post Graduate Certificate in Theology programme).

¢ The course is available in a full-time (residential) and a part-time (non-residential) mode. The
normal full-time course is from one to two years while the part-time version normally lasts
from two to a maximum of five years.

¢ The course is intended to encourage students to develop their own independent study skills in
researching material, producing seminar contributions, written papers and a dissertation.

¢ The course will be conducted through tutorials and seminar groups. Students will be required
to produce papers for seminars and to discuss their contributions with their peers.

¢ Bibliographical support will be provided, and tutors will give guidance before and after the
production of oral and written work.

¢ FEach module is usually assessed by means of one (20 UW credits) or two (40 UW credits)
research papers of 4, 000-5, 000 words each.




PURPOSE OF THE COURSE

The aims of the MTh in Baptist and Anabaptist Studies are to:

¢

Attract students from diverse age, geographical and confessional backgrounds to develop and
expand their range of skills in Baptist/ Anabaptist studies.

Stimulate those who wish to pursue their interest in Baptist and/or Anabaptist Studies beyond
undergraduate level to whatever is appropriate to their abilities and circumstances. It is suitable
both for students who wish to develop their interest in Baptist and/or Anabaptist Studies to

Master’s level and for those who require a secure basis for proceeding to postgraduate research
(MPhil/PhD) in an area of Baptist or Anabaptist Studies.

Provide students with a range of learning experiences that are supported by a variety of
teaching approaches and delivered in a supportive learning environment.

Offer students the opportunity to explore and reflect critically on the history and identity of
Baptists and Anabaptists, with particular attention to the inter-relationship of the two groups
and the contemporary application of insights from the eatrlier history.

Build on a person’s previous academic experience by deepening their understanding of specific
areas of theological study and by bridging the gap between the contrasting demands of

undergraduate study and postgraduate research.

Develop awareness of issues involved in historical research and critical reflection upon that
research.

Foster a critical understanding of the possibilities and problems inherent in the different key
insights from Anabaptists and Baptists.

Use the research interests of staff to inform and enhance the student’s learning experience.
Foster in students an ability to undertake study and research independently.
Enable students, where appropriate, to master necessary field skills.

Promote the development of key transferable skills that will assist students in their career
developments.

Equip students to undertake original research in the field of Baptist and Anabaptist studies at
doctoral level.




WHAT WILL YOU GET FROM THE COURSE

Upon successful completion of this programme, you will:

4 Be aware of the key contemporary issues in Baptist and Anabaptist studies

4 have acquired an informed and critical understanding of the main primary and secondary
sources in their chosen area of study;

¢ Dbe conversant with some of the major issues in recent Baptist and Anabaptist historical
research;

¢ have developed independent judgement in analysing evidence, producing critical reviews and
constructing sustainable hypotheses;

¢ understand the basic conventions and patterns of research and have produced coherent,
cogently argued research projects and a dissertation.

You will also be able to:
* assess critically the most recent published research in the field
* read and use keys texts critically and empathetically

* cvaluate critically the different methodologies employed in Baptist and Anabaptist studies and
be able to use the skills gained and deploy them effectively in research and reflection

Apart from this, you will also have gained or expanded your skills in a number of other areas,
including your ability to communicate your findings, use of electronic databases, skills in problem-
solving and in working with others. You will also have been able to take advantage of the chance
to enhance your learning skills so that, if you wish, you are in a position to think about further
research.




APPLYING FOR THE COURSE

Entry Qualifications

Qualifications for entry to the course will conform to the appropriate regulations of the University
of Wales. All applicants should note that, irrespective of a person’s qualifications, IBTS would
need to satisfy itself that a candidate has achieved the necessary academic standard to complete the
course satisfactorily.

¢

¢

Applicants will normally possess a first degree in Theology, Religious Studies, Social Studies or
Humanities or in some other related subject and have graduated at an approved institution with
at least second class honours (GPA B- or 4,00 on a 1-5 scale). Applicants without a degree or
whose first degree is in a subject unrelated to Theology, Religious Studies, Social Studies or
Humanities may be admitted if they have followed a course of study in Theology whose
standard is equivalent at least to a completed second year of a theological degree or if they are
complementing their study with additional modules available at IBTS for strengthening the
student’s theological proficiency.

Ofticial transcripts of all previous academic work, including post-secondary school, university
and seminary studies should be mailed directly to the Academic Dean of the Seminary by the
institution issuing the transcript. If your programme of studies is in progress, a transcript
should be sent at this time and a final transcript sent following completion of the programme.
In addition, you must send a copy of your secondary school leaving certificate (Maturita, ‘O’ or
‘A’ level results, high school diploma).

The IBTS Application Packet includes the following forms:

a) The Application for Admission

b) The Health Examination Report (To be completed by prospective full time students
only) This form should be completed by an examining physician and mailed by the
physician directly to the Academic Registrar at IBTS.

¢) The Housing Application Form (To be completed by prospective full time students only)

d) Three reference letters; completed by an officer of your Baptist Union or a leader of your
denomination if you are not a Baptist, the pastor of your local church and one of your
academic teachers. Please have all persons mail the reference letters directly to the
Academic Registrar at IBTS.

Other documents needed:

2)

A 10-page, typed Research Paper

The research paper is part of the application and is evaluated by the Admissions Committee
to help determine research ability and English proficiency. The paper may be a research
project completed as part of the applicant’s previous studies at another theological
institution. The paper should be the work solely of the applicant, including the translation,
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b)

without help from other people.

Evidence of English Competence

The language of instruction at the International Baptist Theological Seminary is English.
ALL applicants, except those from Great Britain, the United States, Canada, Australia and
New Zealand, must provide evidence of their English competence. Non-native English
speaking students who have completed their prior theological or other studies at an English
speaking institution may also be exempted from the English language test score
requirement. If you are not a native of one of those five countries, you must either: 1)
submit proof that you have achieved the Advanced Cambridge Certificate, or, 2) submit
IELTS results, or, 3) have an official Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) score
(no less then 550 or 270, depending on which of the two scales is used) sent to us directly by
the TOEFL organisation. (For your reference, the Seminary’s code number is 9574 for the
TOEFL exam.) Information regarding this test may be obtained by writing: TOEFL, P.O.
Box 1203, 6801 BE. Arnhem, The Netherlands.

Czech authorities will require the original of your birth certificate and declaration that you
have no criminal record from the authorities in your country.

Application Forms are available from the Academic Registrar at IBTS.

Completed application forms should be sent to:

IBTS

THE ACADEMIC REGISTRAR

IBTS

NAD HABROVKOU 3
164 00 PRAHA 6
CZECH REPUBLIC



COURSE STAFF

COURSE LEADER

The Revd Keith G Jones, BA (Theol) , MA, PhD, MCMI
IBTS Rector, Lecturer in Theology and Ecumenism

IBTS COURSE TUTORS

Professor J.H.Y. Briggs MA, FSA, FRHistS
Research Professor in Baptist History

The Revd Ian M. Randall MA, MPhil, PhD, FRHistS.
Senior Research Fellow in Baptist and Anabaptist Studies

VISITING COURSE TUTORS

The Revd Ruth M.B. Gouldboutrne MA, BD, PhD
Lecturer in Baptist and Anabaptist History
The Revd Toivo Pilli BA, ThM, PhD
Lecturer in Baptist and Anabaptist History

TEACHING ASSISTANT
Timofey Cheprasov, MA, MBA, MTh

ACADEMIC DEAN
The Revd Docent Parush R Parushev, BSc, MSc, MDiv, PhD, PhD




LIBRARY AND IT RESOURCES

Students will have full access to the IBTS library, one of the largest English-language theological
libraries on the continent of Europe, which is well stocked in all areas of theology for postgraduate
purposes. Library holdings number around 65,000 volumes, including materials in German and
other European languages. The library is fully computerised, and the facilities for research are
constantly being upgraded.

A professional library staff manages the collection and serves the needs of library users. Besides
the qualified and theologically trained staff, students and volunteers give help in the library. In
some cases the volunteers are qualified librarians from other countries, for example giving help
with archives and research studies. Library staff and volunteers place an emphasis on service and
reference help and seeking effective ways to meet the research needs of, especially, remote part-
time students. Please refer to the Library web site (www.ibts.cz/library) for further information
and contact opportunities.

In addition to books in the lending section of the library, there is a large collection of periodicals
and reference books. Periodicals number approximately 300 titles and electronic access is available
to older journals and collections. There are audio-visual materials, microfilms and microfiches, and
rare books and treatises. ATLA Religion, EBSCO’s Religion and Philosophy and ProQuest
Religion databases offer access to abstracts and the full text of periodicals in the field of theology.
Access is also provided to the Internet, and students are able to consult key academic databases
for detailed searches for bibliographical information. The library web site provides a listing of
helpful, freely available theological information on the Internet, related to Baptist and Anabaptist
Studies and other fields of theological studies (literature, trends and developments, organisations).

The Library is a member of the inter-library loan scheme and has working agreements with the
Protestant Theological Faculty of the Charles University, the National Library of the Czech
Republic and with the library of the University of Ttbingen. Our Library is a member of several
associations and networks of European theological libraries that offer professional support, shared
periodical resources and acquisition and cataloguing help.

The library offers students ample reading space and the use of seven computers equipped with
access to the catalogue, electronic databases, Internet and word processing software. There is also
a photocopier, a microfiche/film scanner/printer, 2 traditional scanners and a DVD writer. IBTS
also has a student computer room which can be used for research and writing of papers.

An introduction to the Seminary Library and information technologies will be given to all new
students at the commencement of the course, but students can approach librarians at any time for
further information and clarification.




STRUCTURE AND DELIVERY OF THE COURSE

The programme is structured in the following way:

Part1

Compulsory Core Modules: Bible, Community and Context 1 (20 credits)
Origins and Early History of Anabaptism 1 (20 credits)
Baptist Origins and Development in Continental Europe 1 (20
credits)

EX1T POINT: PGCert in Baptist and Anabaptist Studies

Optional Modules: Origins and Early History of Anabaptism (40 credits)
Baptist Origins and Development in Continental Europe (40
credits)
Anabaptist/Baptist Theology of the Church (20 credits)
Anabaptists, Authority and the Bible (20 credits)
MTh Module from other discipline (20 or 40 credits)

EX1T POINT: PG Dip in Baptist and Anabaptist Studies

Part 2
Dissertation (20 000 words) (60 credits)

EXIT POINT: MTh in Baptist and Anabaptist Studies

In Part 1 all students must take the three core modules. At least 20 further credits must be taken
from Baptist and Anabaptist modules. In discussion with the programme leader, it may be possible
for students to take up to 40 credits from another programme. Students must complete all
modules for Part 1 before being passed to Part 2.

Marking arrangements are as standardised by IBTS.
The mode of delivery is described in each module.

Not all of these optional modules will be taught in any one year. Students will be asked to list their
order of preferences prior to the commencement of the course and these preferences will be taken
into consideration in respect of the options offered.

¢ In place of one of the above modules, students may select, with the prior approval of the
Course Leader and of the Academic Dean, one double module (40 UW credits), or two single
modules (20 UW credits), from any other taught MTh course offered by IBTS.
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For full-time students, each module will generally be conducted through regular seminars or
tutorials, focusing on a particular aspect of the overall theme. These seminars will be given by
teaching staff and also students will do research and make presentations themselves.

Each module will normally also be available for students working in part-time mode through
intensive teaching over one to two weeks.

Modules will be assessed on the basis of one (for a single module) or two (for a double
module) written research papers of 4,000 to 5,000 words each.

A candidate who does not agree with the results of the assessment is allowed to make an
appeal to the University of Wales” Verification and Appeals procedure and the Unfair Practice
Procedure.

Cheating and plagiarism: cheating (the presentation of someone else's work which the student
ought to have done personally) or plagiarism (the use of ideas and information from a specific
source without giving credit in an appropriate manner to the source) will result in the
disqualification of the unit of the course affected by it.

Late assignments of papers and dissertation: except for illness, unless arrangements are made
with the Course Leader /7 advance or there are some type of extenuating circumstances which
could not have been foreseen, all late assighments will automatically be reduced in grade by
10%.

Part Two (The Dissertation)

¢

¢

All candidates for the MTh must submit a dissertation.

The dissertation will be not more than 20,000 words, including footnotes but excluding
bibliographies.

The dissertation will be the result of the student’s own authentic research, and is expected to
provide evidence of a person’s independent analytical, evaluative and creative abilities.

Students will normally be expected to analyse a specific body of primary source material,
which may be either published or archive material. Secondary sources are also important but it
is essential that students locate these in the context in which they were originally written and
evaluate them critically.

Arrangements for starting the dissertation

A student may only proceed formally to the MTh dissertation once the following conditions have
been met:

a) The Board of Examiners has indicated that the student has been successful at Part One

b) The research title has been approved by the Course Leader and the Academic Dean

¢) A supervisor has been appointed
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¢ Students may receive initial guidance on the nature and methods of the dissertation research
before work for the modules has been completed and before the result of the student’s
performance at Part One is known. This guidance will concern the choice of a subject and title
and preliminary reading. Preparatory work may only be undertaken on the dissertation at this
stage provided a student’s performance in individual modules is not jeopardised and it is
recognised that formal approval for the dissertation is still required.

¢ A proposed dissertation title must be submitted, accompanied by a brief outline, on the
appropriate form supplied by the Seminary, for approval by the Course Leader and the
Academic Dean. In approving a title, the following criteria will be considered:

a) The subject matter may be in any aspect of Baptist and Anabaptist Studies, though it need
not be closely related to one of the modules previously studied on the course;

b) The proposal should demonstrate a student’s ability to analyse and evaluate critically a
chosen topic;

¢) The proposal should provide evidence of the student’s independent judgment and creative
abilities in synthesising and developing their thinking;

d) The subject for study should be based upon an adequate body of knowledge which will
enable the student to engage with the material at the appropriate level;

e) Staff must be assured that the student has access to appropriate resources, including any
requirements for supervision on a regular basis during the research and dissertation writing
process.

¢ Students will be offered a dissertation writing seminar and a supervisor will be allocated to
each student when the title of the dissertation is approved. The supervisor will normally be
appointed from the full-time staff of IBTS, though a second supervisor may also be appointed
in appropriate cases.

Supervision of the dissertation

¢ The supervisor will have particular concern for the subject matter, bibliography, structure, style
and academic level of the dissertation. The final form of the dissertation, however, remains the
responsibility of the candidate.

¢ It is the student’s responsibility to ensure that adequate time is allowed in arranging dates for

supervisions and in submitting work to their supervisor. A schedule of frequent meetings will
be agreed before the student formally starts with the work.

12



TEACHING, LEARNING AND ASSESSMENT

Learning and Teaching are structured in the following ways:

¢ Intensive residential courses comprising lectures, seminars and individual tutorial support.
Students experience different teaching and learning approaches in order to develop skills such as
critical analysis, synthesis and evaluation. Tutors use interactive teaching styles tailored to
particular modules.

¢ Distance learning in which students are offered access to material through Moodle and are
supplied with readers and other requisite material. Learning is supported by contact via Skype, e-
mail, mail, phone and, as often as is feasible for the student, face-to-face meetings.

¢ Occasional conferences are organised to give students the experience of a wider range of
scholarship and the opportunity of entering into academic discussion

¢ Supervision of dissertations involving regular contact with a supervisor, either by e-mail, or
where feasible for the student, face-to-face. All students will receive intensive preparation for the
writing of the dissertation by means of a residential seminar.

¢ Research seminars are regularly held for residential students and during intensive teaching
periods, enabling students to present their research to their peers.

¢ Assessment is offered by coursework and dissertation. Where appropriate, students are
offered the opportunity of presenting course work in other forms than traditional essays

Team teaching

Each module in the MTh in Baptist and Anabaptist Studies is delivered by team teaching. Taking
into account the diverse background and life experiences of the IBTS students, the teaching team
balances Eastern and Western European perspectives, as well as Continental and Anglo-American
perspective. To ensure the fluidity of teaching at least two of the members of the team are from
the academic staff of IBTS. The diversity of church and cultural perspective is brought by teachers
with different denominational backgrounds (e.g. Orthodox, Catholic, Hussite, Mennonite,
Brethren, European and American Baptist).

All members of the team are involved in setting the objectives and the goal of each module. They
plan, exchange ideas, update the reading list and evaluate the module’s performance once a year in
direct contact with the Course Leader.

The Course Leader is a member of each of the teams. Her function is to provide for the
programme’s coherence and to ensure the quality of teaching and learning across different
modules. Normally she is one of the internal markers for the assessment in each module. She
assists the teaching team in finding suitable tutors and supervisors for students’ research or
dissertation wotk.
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Modes of delivery

Delivery of a module depends on the student’s enrolment (full time, part time local and part time
distance students).

The delivery of the module for full time students is based on no less than 30 contact hours (one or
one and a half-hours weekly lectures/seminar discussions and additional tutorial work).
Lectures/seminars for each module are scheduled in advance and announced in the Seminary’s
academic programme at the beginning of each academic year.

Dependent upon the student’s availability, these options are open to the part-time local students as
well.

Part-time local students can attend the regular teaching available for full time students, but they
will do normally only one or at most two modules per year.

For part-time distance students a special intensive teaching format of 30 class-contact hours over
two weeks is designed for each module. For the core module it will normally coincide with the
orientation week. Additional intensive delivery is offered in November and February. Depending
on the number of students enrolled, the intensive delivery may follow lecture type or seminar
format. Additional tutorials for the research work of each student are available for part-time
students, in part via electronic mail.

Learning progression

The structure and the content of the MTh in Baptist and Anabaptist Studies programme follow
certain theological presuppositions. It is set in the tradition of baptistic emphases on learning
together.

The core modules, The Origins and Early History of Anabaptism or Baptist Origins and
Development in Continental Europe, are designed to provide tools and basis for further studies in
Baptist and Anabaptist history and identity. Building upon the core module, there is an
interconnection with and between optional modules which naturally cluster in learning tracks to
account for the student’s personal needs and experience. The students are encouraged to reflect
upon their own historical and ecclesial context.

Interaction with the perspectives provided by the larger Christian tradition, especially the wider
Reformation history, takes place through recommended readings, seminar discussions and the
active involvement of students, lecturers and tutors from a variety of Christian denominational
backgrounds. The Seminary’s academic life as a centre of multi-cultural, multi-ecclesial exchange
plays an important role in widening the perspectives of the students.

Attendance

The Master of Theology in Baptist and Anabaptist Studies at IBTS is demanding, especially given
the fact that most students are working in English as a second language. Therefore, it is imperative
that students take the maximum opportunity to participate in all forms of learning and research
activities such as lectures, seminars, colloquia, group discussions, case studies and personal
tutorials.

14



Each tutor will keep an attendance record for all those registered as participants in the
particular class or module.

Any student who has to be absent from a lecture, seminar or tutorial because of illness,
personal or family reasons, must seek permission of the Course Leader or the Academic Dean.

The Registrar will note any student not attending regularly and the situation will be brought to
the attention of the Academic Dean, who will interview the student concerned.

A student failing to meet the attendance requirement for reasons not judged legitimate may be
required to repeat the lectures and seminar requirements of the module concerned.

Evaluation of student’s progress

¢

In most cases the research work on each module will be assessed on the basis of one (for a
single module) or two (for a double module) written papers of between 4,000 and 5,000 words
each. To account for the specifics of a student’s experience or of the research topic other ways
of assessing student work may be used such as a case study, oral presentation, or sermon
delivery.

To ensure the quality of assessment and objectivity of marking, all forms of oral presentations
will be delivered in the presence of the two internal markers for the module. There will be a
recording and taped materials will be sent for external evaluation.

A candidate who does not agree with the results of the assessment is allowed to make an appeal
to the University of Wales’ Verification and Appeals procedure and the Unfair Practice
Procedure.

Cheating and plagiarism: cheating (the presentation of someone else's work which the student
ought to have done personally) or plagiarism (the use of ideas and information from a specific
source without giving credit in some manner to the source) will result in the disqualification of
the piece of work affected. The IBTS cheating and plagiarism policy is described in the
Seminary’s Academic Student Handbook.

Late assignments of papers and dissertation: except for illness, unless arrangements are made
with the Course Leader i advance or there are some type of extenuating circumstances which
could not have been foreseen, all late assignments will automatically be reduced in grade by
10%. The policy of late submission is outlined in the Seminary’s Academic Student Handbook.

Assistance available

¢

To assist student’s achievement and progress in accomplishing their work, a module on critical
thinking, academic research and writing methodologies is provided. It is set to assure the quality
of students’ research and writing. It is a compulsory module for all full time and part-time
students. The academic staff of IBTS teaches the module.

To assist full time and part-time students’ research work, a Cowurse Reader will be provided for
the core module and the optional modules whenever appropriate.

To assist students for whom English is a second or third language, consultations in advanced
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academic English writing, style and grammar are provided through the IBTS English language
Department.

¢ To assist students’ work on the dissertation project, suggestions concerning the format and the
content of a dissertation in Baptist and Anabaptist Studies as well as arrangements for starting,
supervision, progress evaluation and submission of the dissertation are outlined in IBTS Master
of Theology Dissertation Handbook.

Assessment Regulations

Part One (The modules)

Full-time students

¢ Full-time students must complete their work for Part One (120 UW credits) by a set date in
May in time for the external examiners’ meeting.

¢ The written assignments for each module should be completed by dates set by the Course
Leader.

¢ It is expected that the dissertation will be completed during the autumn of the year following
the year of enrolment.

Part-time students

¢ Part-time students will normally fulfil two-thirds (equivalent to 80 UW credits) of their
contact hour requirements during the first year, and the remaining third in the first half of their
second year. Alternatively, students may complete the equivalent of 40 UW credits, including
written work, per year for three years. All written work for Part one should be completed within
three years.

¢ The written assignments for each module should be completed by a date set by the Course
Leader.

Awards at Part One

¢ Candidates who achieve the required minimum pass standard and complete 60 UW credits
will be awarded the Postgraduate Certificate.

¢ Candidates who achieve the appropriate standard at Part One may proceed to Part Two. If
they are unable, with good cause, to proceed to Part Two, they will be awarded the Postgraduate
Diploma. The University of Wales defines ‘good cause’ as personal illness (medical certificates
required), serious domestic difficulties or inordinate professional commitments.

¢ While a provisional indication concerning a student’s progress may be given at the

completion of each module, marks for each module will not be finalised until the Board of
Examiners has made its decision at the conclusion of Part One.
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¢ A candidate who fails a module may be re-examined once only within the overall time-
limit prescribed for the degree either in the module as a whole or in those parts which she or he
has failed.

¢ A pass list for Part One will be published after the Board of Examiners has reached its
final decision.

Part Two (The Dissertation)

Submission of the dissertation

¢ Dissertations should be submitted in the form and under the conditions prescribed by the
University of Wales in the Regulations for Master’s Degrees by Examination and Dissertation
(Modular Structure).

¢ Full-time candidates may submit their dissertation from 1st September onwards. The final
date for submission of the dissertation is the September 30th which falls two years after the
beginning of the student’s enrolment.

¢ Part-time candidates may submit their dissertation from 15th April of their second year of
enrolment onwards. The final date for submission is the September 30th which falls five years
after the beginning of the student’s enrolment.

¢ All candidates should take particular care to ensure that their dissertation is submitted by
the final date allowed under the Regulations. Any candidate who has failed to submit her or his

dissertation on time will not be eligible for the mark of Distinction irrespective of the level of
performance achieved in any subsequent submission of the dissertation.

Award of MTh
4 Both parts of the examination must be passed in order to qualify for the MTh degree.

¢ The MTh with Distinction will be awarded to candidates who achieve the required level of
distinctive performance in both parts of the degree.

4 The examiners may require a candidate to undergo an oral examination.
4 A candidate who fails the dissertation may re-present it once only, not less than six months and
not more than twelve months from the date of the official communication to the candidate of

his or her result by the University Registry.

¢ A pass list for the MTh will be published after the Board of Examiners has reached its final
decision.

4 A candidate who produces a dissertation which is deemed by the examiners to have failed will
be awarded the Postgraduate Diploma.
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BS-C701 BIBLE, COMMUNITY AND CONTEXT 1
20 UW Credits
(Compulsory Module)

Conrse Tutors

Lina Andronoviené BA, BA, MTh
The Revd Keith G Jones, BA (Theol), MA, MCMI, PhD,
Lydie Kucova BA (Hons.), MTh, PhD

The Revd Docent Ivana Noble, CES, BD, MA, PhD,

Timothy F T Noble BA (Hons), BA (Hons), MEd, STB
The Revd Docent Parush R Parushev, BSc, MSc, MDiv, PhD, PhD
The Revd Peter F Penner, MDiv, MTh, ThD
The Revd Ian M Randall, MA, MPhil, PhD, FRHistS.

Mode and Place of Mixed (Intensive Teaching and Distance Learning) Full or Part-Time
Delivery

Methods of One essay of up to 5000 words

Assessment

Teaching Method Intensive Teaching, involving seminars, some lectures, and presentations

Learning Outcomes On successful completion of this module, you should be able to:

*  Demonstrate skills for Bible study and be able to use helpful literature to
inquire into the meaning of texts

* Appreciate different traditions, their identity, values, and mission and
ministry praxis

*  Gain insight into various Christian traditions and understand her/his own
tradition from this context

* Show an awareness of the importance of contextual issues in both
Biblical interpretation and theological reflection

* Display an understanding of the complexity of the theological tasks and
of different tools for approaching that task

Content This module explores issues in the Christian community’s interpretation of the Bible

for its identity and mission within various contexts. This module will also expose
students to the ethos and faculty of IBTS.
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1. Introductions
2. Introductions
The Task of Textual Interpretation (Biblical Studies)
3. Biblical Hermeneutics task
4. Exegetical Method and Tools
5. From Word to World
The main streams of Reformation (Baptist/ Anabaptist Studies)

6. Luther

7. Zwingli

8. Calvin
Contexctual Missiology

9. A basic introduction to contextual missiology
10. Contextual theology
11. Missiological hermeneutics
Applied Theology
12. Contemporary context and the life of the church traditions
13. The essence of the task of theology and theological method
14. Lindbeck s Nature of Doctrine and Christian theological inquiry
15. Summing up (a round table)

Transferable Skills: Practiced | Assessed

* Analytical: You will be able to use literature designed for Biblical study
to inquire into the meaning of texts and gain some critical awareness of
the proper use of texts for theological arguments.

* Synthetic: You will appreciate the issues involved in integrating and
synthesizing the different areas of theological studies and be able to
develop a wider theological horizon, that otherwise would be narrowed
to only one area.

* Theological: You will gain insight into various Christian traditions, their
use of the Bible, their understanding of Christian community, and their
theology and practice of mission in various contexts. Students will be
encouraged to articulate their own approach to using the Bible as an
authority for their ministry.

* Applicatory: You will learn how to use Scripture in their own theology
of the church and missions and to apply Scripture to the issues they face
in their ministry.

Indicative Bibliography

Bauckham, Richard. Bible and Mission: Christian Witness in a Postmodern World.
Carlisle: Paternoster Press and Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Book House,
2003.

Bosch, David. Transforming Mission: Paradigm Shifts in Theology of Mission. American
Society of Missiology Series 16. Maryknoll: Orbis, 2001.

Bradshaw, Bruce.  Change Across Cultures: A Narrative Approach to  Social
Transformation. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2002.

Bray, Gerald. Biblical Interpretation Past and Present. 1eicester: IVP, 1996.

Chadwick, O. The Early Reformation on the Continent (Oxford: OUP, 2001)

Clasen, C-P. Anabaptism: A Social History, 1525-1618 (New York: Cornell, 1972)

Dixon, C.S. The Reformation in Germany (Oxtord: Blackwell, 2002)

Dockery, David S., ed. The Challenge of Postmodernism: An Evangelical Engagement.
Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 1995.
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Estep, W. R. Renaissance and Reformation (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1986)

Evans, G. R. Problems of Authority in the Reformation Debates (Cambridge: CUP, 1992)

Fee, Gordon. New Testament Exegesis. Westminster Press, 1993.

Goldingay, John. Models for Interpretation of Scripture. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans,
1995.

Gordon, B. The Swiss Reformation (Manchester: Manchester UP, 2002)

Hauerwas, Stanley, Nancey Murphy, and Mark Thiessen Nation, eds. Theology
Without Foundations. Nashville, TN : Abingdon Press, 1994.

Hays, Richard. The Moral Vision of the New Testament: Community, Cross, New Creation.
New York: HarperCollins, 1996.

Klaassen, W. ed, Anabaptism Revisited (Scottdale: Herald Press, 1992)

Kostenberger, A. J. and P. T. O’Brien. Salvation to the Ends of the Earth: A Biblical
Theology of Mission. New Studies in Biblical Theology 11. Leicester:
Apollos/ Downers Grove: IVP, 2001.

Larkin, W. J. and J. F. Williams, eds. Mission in the New Testament: An Evangelical
Approach. American Society of Missiology Series 27. Maryknoll: Orbis,
1998.

Lindbeck, George. The Nature of Doctrine: Religion and Theology in a Postliberal Age.
Philadelphia: Westminster, 1984.

Lindberg, C. ed., The Eunrgpean Reformations Sourcebook (Oxford: Blackwell, 1996)

McClendon, James Wm. Jr. Systematic Theology: Ethics, Doctrine, Witness. 3 vols.
Nashville: Abingdon Press.

Mullett, M. The Catholic Reformation (London: Routledge, 1999)

Murphy, Nancey, Brad J. Kallenberg, and Mark Thiessen Nation, eds. 17rtues and
Practices in the Christian Tradition: Christian Ethics after MacIntyre. Harrisburg,
PA: Trinity Press International, 1997.

Murray, Stuart. Biblical Interpretation in the Anabaptist Tradition. Kitchener, Ontario:
Pandora Press, 2000.

Niebuhr, H. Richard. Christ and Culture. NY: Harper, 1951.

Osborne, Grant.  The Hermenentical Spiral: A Comprebensive Introduction to Biblical
Interpretation. Downers Grove, 1L: IVP, 1991.

Randell, K. Luther and the German Reformation (.ondon: Hodder and Stoughton,
2000)

Stassen, Glen H., D. M. Yeager, and John Howard Yoder. _Authentic Transformation:
A New Vision of Christ and Culture. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1996.

Stuart, Douglas. O/d Testament Exegesis. Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 1984.

Williams, G. H. The Radical Reformation, 3 ed. (Kirksville: Sixteenth Century Journal
Publ., 1992)

Yoder, John Howard. Body Politics: Five Practices of the Christian Community before the
Watching World. Nashville: Discipleship Resources, 1992.
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BA-C704 THE ORIGINS AND EARLY HISTORY OF
ANABAPTISM

40 UW Credits
(Core Module)

Course Tutors

The Revd Tan M. Randall MA, MPhil, PhD, FRHistS
The Revd Toivo Pilli BA., ThM, PhD
The Revd Keith G. Jones BA (Theol), MA, PhD, MCMI
The Revd Ruth M. B. Gouldbourne, MA, BD, PhD

Mode and Place of Mixed (Intensive Teaching and Distance Learning) Full or Part-Time
Delivery

Methods of For 20 credits, one essay of up to 5,000 words

Assessment For 40 credits, two essays of up to 5,000 words each.

Teaching Method Intensive Teaching, involving seminars, some lectures, and presentations
Learning Outcomes On successful completion of this module, students should be able to:

¢ demonstrate knowledge of the key issues in contemporary historical
study of the Anabaptist movements

¢ show that they possess a critical awareness of current problems and
new insightsin the field of Anabaptist history and identity

¢ display independent judgement in analysing historical evidence,
producing critical reviews of material and constructing sustainable
hypotheses

¢ show awareness of the development of historical study within the

baptistic community and the importance of such study for an
understanding of the radical traditions
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Content

¢ display an ability to use an historical perspective to illuminate and
evaluate contemporary issues within baptistic life

¢ indicate solid acquaintance with at least one major Anabaptist figure
and/or stream

Students who take the module for 40 credits will further be able to:

¢ display a clear knowledge and understanding of the older and more
recent historiographical trends — key research and writing - in the field
of Baptist and Anabaptist studies and related areas of historical study

¢ show that they possess a critical understanding of the place of and
complexity involved in using primary and secondary sources to produce
fresh  historical arguments regarding Anabaptist origins and
development, especially in respect of the varieties of radical tendencies

¢ indicate a critical awareness of current problems and new insightsin
the field of Anabaptist history and identity in the context of
Reformation studies

In this module students will learn to explore why and how Anabaptist
movements emerged in the socio-political context of the sixteenth century.
They will consider the factors that made up the wider context, including
factors relating to the religious beliefs of the period. Students will learn to
engage with primary and secondary sources and work towards building
their own coherent positions. The course begins by looking at Anabaptism
in its sixteenth-century context (Unit 1). The intention of this unit is that
students identify the value of the various primary and secondary sources
available for the study of Anabaptism and delineate significant features of
the political and ecclesiastical context within which Anabaptism emerged.
The next topic is the emergence of Anabaptist groups (Unit 2). Students
here discuss possible historical and philosophical influences on the
emerging Anabaptist movement and evaluate their significance, and
delineate the early history of the major branches of Anabaptism. The
course then moves to central Anabaptist theological convictions (Unit 3).
The aim is to summarise and evaluate Anabaptist convictions in the areas
of Christology, pneumatology and soteriology. In the next section (Unit 4)
ethical issues are examined - Anabaptist thinking on discipleship, truth-
telling, swearing of oaths, equality and suffering. In the final section (Unit
4) students will learn to delineate the main discussions and developments in
the areas studied in this module as the Anabaptist movement reached the
middle of the sixteenth century, and assess the contemporary significance
of the Anabaptist tradition.

For those students who take the module for 40 credits, the same units will be studied but
there will an emphasis on further study in the following areas.

First, students will give more attention to the historiographical debate
concerning monogenesis and polygenesis and will assess the extent to
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which Anabaptism can be described as a movement. As well as delineating
the early history of the major branches of Anabaptism, they will compare
and contrast in greater depth their characteristic emphases. Students will
identify and explore the main characteristics of other radical tendencies in
the early sixteenth century, giving more attention to the spiritualists, the
revolutionaries, and those with apocalyptic beliefs. They will also discuss
the extent to which Anabaptist convictions derived from or deviated from
the teachings of the Protestant reformers, and in particular will critically
assess the distinctive Christological and soteriological teachings of key
Anabaptists.

Transferable Skills: Practised [ Assessed
4 DPresentation of sustained and coherent argument in written form

¢ Understanding and critical analysis of a variety of texts
4 Research Capabilities and Use of Databases
¢ Evaluation of methodologies involved in historical study

¢ Ability to propose new ways of approaching evidence

Indicative Bibliography

Bender, H.S., The Anabaptist 1ision (Scottdale, Pennsylvania, and Waterloo, Ontario:
Herald Press, 1944)

Biesecker-Mast, Susan and Gerald, eds., Anabaptists and Postmodernity (Pandora Press, 2000)

The Chronicle of the Hutterian Brethren (Rifton, NY: Plough, 1987)

The Complete Works of Menno Simons, 1496-1561 (Scottdale, PA: Herald Press, 1956)

Estep, W., Anabaptist Beginning 1523-1533 (Nieuwkoop: B De Graaf, 1976)

Estep, W. The Anabaptist Story (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1975)

George, T., Theology of the Reformers (Nashville: Broadman, 1987)

Gordon, B., The Swiss Reformation (Manchester and New York: Manchester University
Press, 2002)

Harder, L., The Sources of Swiss Anabaptism (Scottdale, PA: Herald, 1985)

Isaak, H., Menno Simons and the New Jerusalem (Kitchener, Ontario: Pandora Press, 2000)

Klassen, William, and Klaassen, Walter, eds., The Writings of Pilgram Marpeck (Scottdale, PA:
Herald Press, 1978)

Lindberg, C., The European Reformations (Oxford: Blackwell, 1996)

MacCulloch, D., Reformation: Europe’s House Divided 1490-1700 (London: Allen Lane, 2003)

Packull, Werner, Hutterite Beginnings: Communitarian experiments during the Reformation
(Baltimore: Johns Hopkins Unive