
WHAT A YEAR!

The 54th Academic year
of IBTS has been an out-
standing success in terms
of student results.  We are
now seeing a steady
stream of students gradu-
ating Master of Theology
and received a very posi-
tive report from our Exter-
nal Examiners meeting in
June.  The vision of the
EBF Council in 1997 is
truly coming to pass!

We are also gaining recog-
nition in many places as a
respected centre of theo-
logical education and our
enhanced publication poli-
cy ensures our research
work becomes more wide-
ly known.

Is there a dark cloud
amidst all the success?
Unfortunately, yes, the
world economic situation
is playing havoc with our
ability to provide scholar-
ships and support for stu-
dents. So we appeal to all
LINK readers to do what
you can to help us be able
to respond to the many re-
quests we get to study at
IBTS.
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The IBTS Chapel was full with

guests, family, seminary community

and students for the Graduation and

Valediction Service at the end of the

54th academic year on 20 May 2003. 

This occasion was made even

more special by the fact that, for the

first time, students were graduating

having gained the Master of Theology

degree of the University of Wales. The

robe makers to the university, Ede and

Ravenscroft, had made new Master of

Theology academic hoods for the oc-

casion, and three students were able to

be present to receive them from the A-

cademic Dean, the Revd Dr Parush R

Parushev, and the Rector, the Revd

Keith G Jones.

Guests present included represen-

tatives of the Protestant Theological

Faculty of Charles University, the

Ministry of Education, Riverside

School and the Anglican community

in Prague. Several parents and family

members had been able to travel to at-

tend from various parts of Europe and

from Israel. 

The evening commenced with the

academic procession of students and

lecturing staff, headed by the Student

President, Michael Heneise (USA and

Chile) carrying the seminary Bible. S-

ince being in Prague it has been the

tradition to process to Beethoven’s

‘Ode to Joy’, the anthem of the Euro-

pean Union. On this occasion the pi-

anist for the evening was Dr MariLyn

Beaney from Oklahoma, who has

served as a volunteer for two years in

our English Department 
Our Kvestor, JUDr Petra

Živnůstková, welcomed everyone in
both English and Czech. The Rector
reminded those gathered to receive
diplomas and degrees that, though
they had learnt much at IBTS, he
hoped they had also learnt that there
was much more to know. He wished
those graduating and being valedicted
every success in their ministries for
the future and assured them that IBTS
would not lose interest in them and
would always be a home to which
they could return. The Academic
Dean then presented to the congrega-
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tion, and to the Rector and Kvestor, 21 students re-
ceiving a diploma in the Certificate in Applied Theol-
ogy. The Academic Dean then reported that six stu-
dents had graduated Master of Theology during the a-
cademic year from Croatia, Ukraine, Lithuania and
England. Three of them were present to receive their
gowns and hoods.

To these were added Master’s students from
Ukraine, Spain, Albania, USA and Norway who had
completed the modular part of the degree and would
be working on their dissertations. The Revd Dr Cheryl
A Brown, Director of Biblical Studies, led in a prayer
for all the student community from IBTS as they pre-
pare for future ministry throughout the world. 

Left: The Kvestor welcomes
guests

Right:  Students in Master
of Theology gown, cap and
hood

From June 18-24, the IBTS Institute for Contextu-
al Theological Studies held a Directors’ Conference,
‘Doing Constructive Theologies in a Baptistic Way’.
Dr Parush Parushev and Dr Nigel Wright offered this
conference to facilitate a dialogue among the adher-
ents of the Radical Reformation and those interested
to know more about the distinct baptistic ways of the-
ologising. The papers were read by Dr Nancey Mur-
phy, Dr Glen Stassen, Dr Steve Jolley (USA), Dr
Steve Dintaman (Lithuania), Dr Petr Macek (Czech
Republic) and Dr Parush Parushev (IBTS). More than
40 participants from 13 countries took part.

In the papers and discussions, a special tribute
was paid to the theological visions of the late theolo-
gians James William McClendon, Jr, and John
Howard Yoder. It is widely agreed that contemporary
approaches to theology should be contextual. Mc-
Clendon and Yoder have been credited with pioneer-
ing attempts to provide a framework for the distinc-
tive baptistic ways of doing theology. While firmly
contextual, their approach avoids the trap of contex-
tual relativism. 

In their writings, both McClendon and Yoder ar-
gued for constructing (thus the focus of the confer-
ence) a radical and yet a truly orthodox Christ-centred
theology. Their theological perspectives begin with
the life of the church that sees itself rooted in the ex-
perience of the early followers of Christ, informed by
his life, ministry, the cross and resurrection.  These
perspectives then unfold by looking forward to the ul-
timate fulfilment of God’s promises in the Kingdom
to come. With these two baptistic trajectories, a theol-
ogy can be uniquely contextual and firmly Christian. 

The conference offered insights and discussions
on constructive theological discourse and systematic
inquiries into McClendon’s and Yoder’s theological
methods from both Eastern and Western perspectives.
Many participants shared their delight in the academ-
ic quality of the conference, while appreciating the
link of theological discourse with the immediate con-
cerns of the (baptistic) churches. Just as important,
however, was the time spent in discussion and the
openness of the speakers to interact and encourage
learning from the experience of each other.

IBTS DIRECTORS’ CONFERENCE: 
DOING CONSTRUCTIVE THEOLOGIES IN A BAPTISTIC WAY



It was diffi-

cult to say

good-bye to

the wonderful

group of stu-

dents in this

year’s Certifi-

cate in Applied

T h e o l o g y

(CAT) Pro-

gramme; they

were a beauti-

ful, fragrant

bouquet of

women and

men from Al-

bania, Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Hungary, Israel,

Latvia, Lithuania, Moldova, Norway, Poland, Ro-

mania, Russia, Ukraine and Yugoslavia. We feel like

parents whose children have left home, leaving be-

hind empty places and rooms; all the lively dynam-

ics we experienced during the past year have sud-

denly stopped.  But we know that they were only en-

trusted to us, for just a short time, so we could send

them back home to their countries, churches and

families to be witness to the triune God.  Neverthe-

less, they are still dear to our hearts and in our

prayers, as part of the IBTS family. 

Even as our third CAT group graduated and re-

turned to their homes, IBTS anticipates the arrival

of a new group of students who have been accepted

into the 2003-2004 programme beginning in

September, from a similarly diverse range of coun-

tries and cultures.   As we look ahead to their arrival,

we are happy and sad at the same time – sad be-

cause, due to financial restrictions, we could accept

only 16 students from a much larger number of ap-

plicants, and happy because we know, from experi-

ence, that we will again be blessed to have a group

of CAT students sharing in our learning community

here at IBTS.

Since January 2003 we have been preparing for

their arrival, most significantly by redesigning the

CAT Programme, guided by the results of conversa-

tions with previous students and evaluation of our

three years’ experience with CAT groups.  We will

limit the number of theological subjects to ten and

reshape the English and theological studies to max-

imise the potential for both, all with the goal of e-

quipping our CAT students better for their min-

istries back home. With these changes, we also plan

to be more involved in the formation of the students’

characters, and believe that they will also help to

shape us.

Another important step has been to completely

renovate the CAT building, with the help of many

people who contributed their time, talents, and/or

money to make this a reality. We want to extend a

deep-felt thank you to the various supporters who

helped us financially to renovate the building and e-

specially the volunteers, students and Larry and

Betty Maddox, all of whom worked hard to make

the building a brighter and more colourful place.

So, as we look ahead to the fourth year of the

CAT Programme, we are excited and expectant –

believing that it will be another good year and hope-

ful that many more generations of CAT students will

have the opportunity to experience this kind of lay

ministry training at IBTS, which is what CAT is all

about.

Page 3

Autumn 2003 International Baptist Theological Seminary

ANOTHER ‘CAT’ YEAR

Graduation reception

CAT Students 2002/2003



From 16 - 19 July IBTS hosted nearly 80 partici-
pants who took part in the third International Confer-
ence on Baptist Studies. Dr David Bebbington, who
has been involved in organising these important schol-
arly events since 1997, said: ‘Conferences bringing
together those involved in Baptist Studies worldwide
arose from gatherings examining the broader commu-
nity of Evangelicals at Wheaton College, Illinois, in
the early 1990s. One of the prime movers, George
Rawlyk, Professor of His-
tory at Queen’s University,
Kingston, Ontario, thought
it would be excellent to
hold a meeting to concen-
trate on Baptists alone’.
This vision came true, and
the first international con-
ference of its kind was
held at Regent’s Park Col-
lege, Oxford, in 1997, with
the second at Wake Forest
University, USA, in 2000.

The third conference held at IBTS, Prague, had
‘Baptist Identities’ as its title. The theme was explored
from different perspectives: individuals’ understand-
ing of Baptist identity as well as variations of Baptist
identity over place and time;  and the relationship be-
tween Baptist identities and national identities. In his
paper, the keynote speaker, Dr William H. Brackney,
Baylor University, USA, analysed how an important
facet of Baptist identity, like that of religious liberty,

has developed in a missionary context in different
countries. 

A selection of the papers will be published in the
‘Studies in Baptist History and Thought’ series by Pa-
ternoster. An initial volume of the series, consisting of
the papers from the ICOBS I, was published by Pater-
noster last year. It should also be noted that Dr Debo-
rah Van Broekhoven, Director of the American Baptist
Historical Society (ABHS), gave a presentation on the

international materials
held in the ABHS archives.
This year ABHS is cele-
brating its 150th  anniver-
sary.

In addition to the main
and short paper sessions,
the participants had an op-
portunity to see some his-
torical sights in Prague, as
well as time for fellowship
and discussions. Organis-
ing ICOBS III was sup-

ported by the IBTS administrative staff and the IBTS
Institute of Baptist and Anabaptist Studies. Several
Masters students of IBTS were able to take part of the
conference.

Dr Bebbington announced that ‘the next confer-
ence will be held at Acadia University, Nova Scotia,
in July 2006, when the theme will be ‘Mission’ – at
home and abroad, through proclamation and ser-
vice.’
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Third International Conference on Baptist Studies held at IBTS

Dr. D. W. Bebbington + Dr. W. H. Brackney

Programme 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002
2003

admitted as 
at 01/06/03

CAT
Enrolled N/A N/A 16 18 20 16
Graduated N/A N/A 15 18 20
Enrolled 4 10 14 16 21 25
Graduated 3 3 2 4 0

MTh Writing MTh Dissertations 1 5 4 4 6
Transferred 0 1 0 0 0
Withdrawn 0 0 1 0 0

MPhil/ Enrolled 0 2 1 4 5 7
PhD Graduated 0 0 0 0 0

Statistics of Student Enrolment and Graduation 
IBTS, 1998-2003
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ACCREDITATION
As we reported in LINK 107, IBTS gained accredita-
tion last year from the Czech Ministry of Education
and is now an institution within the university sector.
This spring our Rector was elected a member of the
Czech Conference of University Rectors. This Con-
ference has, in membership, twenty-eight State uni-
versities and eight private higher education institu-
tions. The President of the Conference is Professor
Ing. Ivan Wilhelm CSc of the historic and prestigious
Charles University in Prague.
The Rector and Kvestor attended the two-day annual
meetings of the Conference at the Technical Universi-
ty in Brno, Moravia, in June.

LECTURING AND CONFERENCES
Our academic team have lectured and preached far
and wide this past year including the USA, United 
Kingdom, Holland, Germany, Switzerland, Lithuania,
Armenia, Romania, Estonia, Croatia, Austria, Hun-
gary and Russia.
Our IBTS Directors’ Conferences focused on mission
concerns, doing theology in a baptistic way and Bap-
tist identity. 

BUILDING WORK
Our buildings are constantly needing care and atten-
tion. The facade of  ‘F’ building was in a poor condi-
tion and our consultants advised us that a new supe-
rior facing was required to that applied during the re-
construction phase. Early action was essential to
maintain the building so, in the spring, a new external
surface was applied to ‘F’ building which, we hope,
will secure the insulation for many years.
Our car park has also been improved, with a new sur-
face of grasscrete blocks being laid. We had hoped to
do this work with volunteers, but with the reduction in
numbers of skilled volunteers travelling because of
war and the economic downturn, we had eventually to
employ a Czech contracting company.

ECO-SEMINARY
We are making good progress on developing our Eco-
seminary plans. Thanks to significant help from our

colleagues at the Orthodox Academy in Vilémov, who
are experts in environmental issues, we are making a
submission to the Czech Government for financial 
assistance to install solar panels to heat our water
which supplies to guest rooms. 
We are now also providing more detailed information
for all guests and residents about what we can effec-
tively re-cycle, and our Environmental Management
Group has embarked upon a programme of education
for all our community about ways we can work to
make IBTS an Eco-seminary.

STUDENT COMMUNITY
We have had a student community of 95 during the past
academic year. Statistics elsewhere in this issue show
the breakdown of our student community. Twenty per
cent of our student community are women, and stu-
dents are currently drawn from twenty-nine countries.

FINANCES
This has been a very difficult financial year because of
world economic problems and the challenges present-
ed to us by the world political situation. We have con-
tinued to suffer a serious decline in donations from the
USA and the value of the donations has been reduced
because of the collapse of the US dollar against the
Czech crown. 
Thanks to hard work by the staff team in Prague, se-
minary operating costs for 2002 show a 2.4% decrease
on 2001. Income in 2002 was Kč 24.8m against a 
figure in 2001 of Kč 26.8m. Expenditure in 2002 was
Kč 33.9m, against expenditure in 2001 of Kč 37.8m.

SOME HIGHLIGHTS OF THE FIFTY-FOURTH 
ACADEMIC YEAR

British Ambassador visits IBTS
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PUBLICATIONS BY IBTS STAFF AND RESEARCHES

TRANSFORMATIONAL PREACHING
The Revd Dr David M Brown, Lecturer in

Rhetoric and Preaching at IBTS and Director of the
Institute of Preachers in Bryansk, Russia, has pro-
duced a major new work on ‘Transformational
Preaching’. 

Dr Brown is an expert in this field, having lec-
tured on preaching in the USA, Russia, IBTS
(Prague) and elsewhere over many years. The 610-
page book expounds his theories and offers practical
advice based on his helping people learn to preach
and, more recently, as Director of the Institute of
Preachers in Bryansk, Russia, a joint initiative be-
tween the Russian Baptists, IBTS and ABC – Inter-
national Ministries.

Seeking to reclaim the pulpit for biblical preach-
ing, the book counteracts the popular ‘teaching’ ap-
proach that is common today. He argues that preach-
ing must be persuasive rather than informative, that
the preacher is central to the act of preaching, and
that through the preaching event, both preacher and
listener together fashion the ‘message’ and its mean-
ing. In sections on Contextual Preaching, Transac-

tional Preaching, Incarna-
tional Preaching, Biblical
Preaching, Influential Prea-
ching, Intentional Preaching
and Consequential Preach-
ing, Dr Brown explores the
theory of Transformational
Preaching and then offers
practical application.

His approach is already transforming preachers
throughout central and eastern Europe and this book
is a must for anyone engaged in preaching. The book
is published in two  versions – one in English and the
other in Russian.

Dr Brown is currently working out of Valley
Forge, USA, as an executive staff member with
American Baptist Churches International Ministries,
but he previously served in Europe as Director of
Continuing Education at IBTS. Dr Brown continues
to lecture at IBTS and work with the Institute of
Preachers in Bryansk.

The book is available through the IBTS Book-
shop in Prague.

BAPTISTS AND THE ORTHODOX CHURCH:
ON THE WAY TO UNDERSTANDING

This is the first in what we hope will be a regular
pattern of IBTS Occasional Publications, taking the
fruits of our Directors’ Conferences and research
work and offering them in an accessible form to a
wider public. Edited by IBTS Senior Research Fel-
low, Ian M Randall, the 112-page book contains se-
ven chapters based on papers arising out of a confe-
rence held at IBTS in 2001. The chapters address va-
rious aspects of Orthodoxy – the doctrine of the
church, the place of the Bible, the meaning of tradi-
tion, salvation and liturgy. Two further chapters look
specifically at the Russian Orthodox Church. 
Authors are drawn from various theological institu-
tions in Europe including Romania, Kazakhstan,
England and the Czech Republic.

In the light of the challenges presented to many
Baptist groups in eastern Europe, ignorance about
the current life of the Orthodox Church in western
Europe and the attempts of the Baptist World 
Alliance to seek dialogue with the Ecumenical Patri-
arch, this important publication will be eagerly
sought after by seminaries and union leaders
throughout the EBF area and beyond.

iNVOLUNTARILY FREE OR VOLUNTARILY
BOUND: SINGLENESS IN THE BAPTISTIC
CHURCHES OF POSTCOMMUNIST EUROPE

This second Occasional Publi-
cation is an examination of the life
of our churches where, in many
countries, the majority of commit-
ted members are women. Lina An-
dronoviene, an IBTS graduate
now engaged in doctoral studies,
explores the issue of singleness a-
mongst the baptistic communities
of post-communist Europe and presents some stark
issues we need to face. We are encouraged to look at
the Church as a gathering intentional community
which ought to consider how such intentionality is
lived in a way which draws more on the story of the
Church and less on the stylised form of nuclear fa-
milies presented by the sociologists. Lina has made
an important contribution to this area of research and
her work will be of value not only in eastern Europe,
but throughout the EBF family.   
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The IBTS booth at the CBF General Assembly

in Charlotte, North Carolina, June 25-28, was a

favourite stopping place for those who had either

volunteered or visited IBTS at either the Rüsch-

likon or Prague campus. They enjoyed sharing

their fond memories with those who were staffing

the booth: JoAnn and John David Hopper, Harry

and Dot Moore and Nick and Ann Skipper. Many

expressed the desire to visit the campus in Prague

and were pleasantly surprised to learn that even

now there are volunteer opportunities. The visitors

were given information about IBTS and its web-

site so that they could learn more. 

This year’s CBF General Assembly was 

attended by over 4,500 people. Next year’s As-

sembly will be in Birmingham, Alabama, where

we are looking forward to having the IBTS booth 

again. 

ALUMNI AND COMMUNITY NEWS

‘It was marvellous to be able to relax in the Guest

Lounge and enjoy home made cakes and biscuits af-

ter a full day of lectures and discussion groups’. So

wrote one participant on

her evaluation sheet at

end of the Third Interna-

tional Conference of Bap-

tist Studies.

The Guest Lounge

concept has been devel-

oped over the past two

years,turning the former

Faculty Lounge into a 

space available to all.

Each weekday, except

Wednesdays, it is the setting for the community cof-

fee break at 10.30, where staff and students mingle

together and share news over a welcome cup of cof-

fee or tea. It is often booked for small meetings or

Bible studies, when people want to discuss together

in an informal way. But it comes into its own when

we have conferences on site –  at the end of the

evening the Guest Lounge

becomes the setting for

that end of the day un-

wind with welcome re-

freshments.

A new feature this

year, prompted by having

the children of Riverside

School on our site, has

been the sale of ice cream,

which has become a

favourite of young and

old alike.  The Guest Lounge is organised by Denise

Jones, ably assisted by volunteers and student spous-

es, and has become a real meeting point for the com-

munity.

The Happers, Moores and Skippers on duty at CBF

GUEST LOUNGE THRIVES

IBTS BOOTH AT CBF ASSEMBLY

IBTS staff enjoying the Guest Lounge
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Ilse Wieser: After having worked for two years as
pastoral counsellor in the Mollardgasse Baptist
Church (Vienna/Austria), Ilse moved back to her o-
riginal profession as a primary school teacher. She
teaches in a special education class for children
with behavioural problems, in some cases caused
by ADHS. She continues to work as supervisor and
trainer for Christian counsellors. 

Friedrich Emanuel Wieser: Works as pastor at the
Mollardgasse Baptist Church (Vienna/Austria). He
directs a lay training programme and teaches theo-
logical courses for Christian counsellors. He pub-
lishes regularly for Scripture Union. An article on
singing and music in church will appear soon. He
enjoys singing in public choirs. 

He became Chair of the IBTS Board of Trustees in
2002 and serves on the Executive Committee of the
European Baptist Federation.

Martin and Riek de Vlas: (students 1980-1984)
have moved to Pastoriestraat 47 7451ER Holten
Netherlands tel.0548-362633 mdv.vlas@hccnet.nl

Carol Woodfin: Is now serving as Associate Pro-
fessor of History and Honours at Palm Beach At-
lantic College, Florida.

Amy Butler: (student 1993 - 1995, worked in PR
department 1995-1997) has been appointed Senior
Pastor of Calvary Baptist Church, Washington DC.
She is the ninth senior minister to serve in this his-
toric church. Her husband, Mark, who worked for
IBTS in the Finance office, is a vice president in a
graphic design firm and they have two sons (9 and
5) and a daughter (6).

Maureen White: (PA to the Rector, 1999 –2002)
died in April after a serious illness and hospitalisa-
tion in January 2003. Gifts in her memory are go-
ing to support the travel of young people to IBTS.

The International Baptist Theological Seminary
of the European Baptist Federation o.p.s.
IČO: 25741683 
Nad Habrovkou 3, Jenerálka
164 00 Prague 6, Czech Republic

Tel:   (+420) 296 392 111
Fax:  (+420) 296 392 313 
Visit our website: 
http: www.ibts.cz
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